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Newsletter Apology 
I know I have a deadline to get the newsletter done, but I have a good (or poor) excuse this 
time.  My computer was hacked, and it was so bad the Computer Doctors had to take it to the 
shop to fix it.  I just got it back this morning and spent the last several days looking at a blank 
spot on my desk.  My husband is an Apple person so is of no use to me even if I remembered 

everything that was in it.  So sorry. Judy      

 

President’s Letter 
  
Here we are going into September, and I feel like we are in the movie, Groundhog Day!! This is 
not meant to be funny, but instead a reference to the slow progress we’re making toward 
“‘normal life.”  We’re sliding back  to conditions of the Spring with higher numbers of COVID and 
a need to wear masks more of the time.  If you hear about a member being ill or having a 
medical issue please let our SUNSHINER Cindy Agatone know so she can send a card. It is all 
so sad!! 

 
We had a wonderful time at the Thirsty Thursday at Lyra’s on July 22 but have canceled 
the event scheduled for August 26th to be on the safe side of things per the Governor’s 
suggestion. Everyone was so happy to get together and adhered to the guidelines 
related to safe food practices…CHEERS to all who attended!! The Board also deemed 
that as this is the hottest summer on record in years, it’s too hot and weather is too 
unstable to try and switch to an outdoor event at this time. That said, the Board is 
hoping to be able to resume TT on September 23rd. We think we have a host, but Lyra 
is asking folks to consider volunteering as hosts for the rest of the year by giving her a 
call or sending her an email. 
 
Additionally, the Board is going to postpone the Ice Cream Social scheduled for 
September 8th until October (maybe 13th? Need to clear with Lisa at Given—eblast will 
come!) to give the current situation an opportunity to improve and see posted infections 
decline. Be on the lookout for more details soon!! 
 
On a happier note…we have welcomed 5 new members and anticipate the trend 
continuing as the situation improves!  Some new members joined following TT!  The 
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book clubs are continuing to meet and in August a bunch met for lunch!  We are still 
scheduled for December 2 for the Christmas/ Holiday Gala at the Given Bookstore! 
 
Elly Moses, Membership Chair, will be sending out renewal notices probably in October 
so be sure we have your correct email address or snail mail address.   
 
Fall (with hopefully cooler temperatures) starts September 22nd…let’s pray it is also a 
time of falling numbers for this horrible virus and its impact on our friends, family, nation 
and world! 
 

Catherine Sigmon Mitchell 
 

Book Clubs 

  
 

The Original Book Club 
There is a slight change for our August meeting. Catherine Mitchell will be our Discussion 

Leader for The Last Passenger by Charles Finch. 
  
On Monday, September the 27th at 12:30 we will meet at Sandra Pretty’s home, 35 Magnolia 
Ave. Pinehurst 295-8363 to discuss The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele 
Richardson, a New York Times Bestseller. (Available in paperback) 
 

The hardscrabble folks of Troublesome Creek must scrap 
for everything—everything except books, that is. Thanks to 
Roosevelt's Kentucky Pack Horse Library Project, 
Troublesome's got its very own traveling librarian, Cussy 
Mary Carter. Cussy's not only a book woman, however, 
she's also the last of her kind, her skin a shade of blue 
unlike most anyone else. Not everyone is keen on Cussy's 
family or the Library Project, and a Blue is often blamed for 
any whiff of trouble. If Cussy wants to bring the joy of books 
to the hill folks, she's going to have to confront prejudice as 
old as Appalachia and suspicion as deep as the holler. 
Inspired by the true blue-skinned people of Kentucky and 
the brave and dedicated Kentucky Pack Horse library 

service of the 1930s, The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek is a story of raw 
courage, fierce strength, and one woman's belief that books can carry us anywhere--
even back home. Additional Praise for The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek.  "A 
timeless and significant tale about poverty, intolerance and how books can bring hope 
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and light to even the darkest pocket of history."--Karen Abbott, New York Times 

bestselling author of Liar Temptress Soldier Spy 

 
Discussion Leader: Patty Mattoon 
Refreshments: Catherine Mitchell 
 
Our October reading is This Tender Land by William Krueger.  
 
Call Susan Newsome with any questions at 910- 621-3322.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Satiating Stories  
 
In September, Satiating Stories will dine and discuss The Book Woman of Troublesome 
Creek by Kim Richardson.  This historical fiction takes place in 1936 in the remote Appalachian 
Mountains of Kentucky.  Cussy Mary Carter is one of Roosevelt’s Pack Horse librarians.  This 
courageous woman braves the weather, rough terrain, and starvation among her clients.  She 
also must deal with discrimination as one of Kentucky’s “blue people.”  This book is described 
as a “lush love letter” to the redemptive power if books.  Due to concerns about COVID, the 
group will meet at The Market Place in Olmsted Village on September 29th at 11:30 AM for 
outdoor dining. 
 
  

 
 

Ice Cream Social 
 

  
 
After MUCH discussion and with GREAT consternation, the Board has decided to postpone the 
Ice Cream Social at this time and wait until a little more is known about the impact the Delta 
variant of COVID.  So, the long and short of it, is a decision to postpone this event at this time. 
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When we decide the date we can safely go forward the rules will be same: send a check for $10 
per person to Sheila Henderson at 39 Glasgow Drive, Pinehurst 28374.  Your check will be 
returned at the door, and we will have a good idea of how many people to expect.  I can’t think 
of anything worse than tubs of melted ice cream unless it is possibly not having enough ice 
cream or Prosecco!!  
 

Thirsty Thursday 
 
BAD news about the September Thirsty Thursday.  With the COVID situation and the fact that 
the Board can’t figure out a way guests could eat and drink with a mask in place, we have 
reluctantly CANCELLED this event.  We do plan to have them continue as soon as it is safe to 
do so.  We could continue with this fun event outdoors if we could guarantee the temperature 
wouldn’t be over 90 degrees and there wouldn’t be pop up showers in the late afternoon—both 
of which are almost a given in Pinehurst in late September.  
 
But Lyra needs hosts for the rest of the year.  It is easier to cancel an event than it is to find last 
minute hosts.  So, please send her an email at jritter@nc.rr.com to volunteer your home.  A little 
tip—you really only need to clean once. Everyone will be so busy seeing who is there and what 
there is to eat to pay any attention to whether there are dust bunnies hiding in a corner.  Then 
the next day you can clean at your leisure. 

 

New Members 

 
 
Debbie Anderson 
678-360-6180 
48 N. Knoll Rd. 
Southern Pines, NC 28387 
debbieanderson123@yahoo.com 
 

 
Gary & Pegi Orso 
781-710-7847 
2 Macon Lane 
Pinehurst, NC 28374 
pors@maine.rr.com 
grorso@maine.rr.com 
 

Fran May 
910-246-9917 
145 Waters Drive 
Southern Pines, NC 28387 
Frances1957@earthlink.net 
 
Patti Molloy 
910-295-8805 
4 Canterbury Circle 
Pinehurst, NC 28374 
fmolloy@earthlink.com 

John and Roxy Vann 
vannjohnm@aol.com 
roxyvann46@gmail.com 
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Changes to Email and Addresses                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 

Lee & Joan GRANT   
910-684-6558 
(C) 910-986-9993 
 528 Katavolos Drive 
Apt #8102 
Southern Pines, NC 28387  
lgrant@penickvillage.org 

Bob and Carol TILTON 
rtilton910@gmail.com     

 

mailto:lgrant@penickvillage.org

