
 
January 2021 

 
Update from ACT2 Board 
 
 As you have no doubt read somewhere, ‘2020 was a different year’ in every way imaginable!  But let’s hope 
that 2021 is a different type of year as well!! Different from 2020, I mean. We have had challenges and 
changes but also some positive points.  Already you have received the good news that there will be no dues 
in 2021!!  Just don’t spend it all in one place.  

 
 
And I hope by now that everyone received a holiday card from your ACT2 Board to let you know we haven’t 
forgotten you and look forward to seeing you in person in 2021.  
 
The Lunch Bunch committee has done some soul searching.  As much as we like to eat lunch in restaurants, 
with Covid-19 cases surging, and winter weather getting colder, we will have to cancel our January 2021 
Lunch Bunch luncheon. We hope that the situation improves, so we can plan our Lunch Bunch outing for the 

second Wednesday in March.   
 
We are waiting confirmation of the Board meeting dates from PCC but it looks good for January 9th right now.  
As always, anyone can attend a Board meeting but only Board members can vote 

 
 

 

 



Book Clubs 

 
 

 
Original ACT2 Book Club 

 
On Monday, January 25 at 12:30 we will meet at Susan Newsome’s home, 100 Sakonnet Trail, Pinehurst #6, 
261-3322.   
 

We will discuss Ashley’s War: The Untold Story of a Team of Women on the 
Special Ops Battlefield (available in paperback by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon, a New 
York Times Bestselling author. In 2010, the Army created Cultural Support Teams, a 
secret pilot program to insert women alongside Special Operations soldiers battling in 
Afghanistan. The Army reasoned that women could play a unique role on Special Ops 
teams: accompanying their male colleagues on raids and, while those soldiers were 
searching for insurgents, questioning the mothers, sisters, daughters and wives living 
at the compound. Their presence had a calming effect on enemy households, but 

more importantly, the CSTs were able to search adult women for weapons and gather crucial intelligence. 
They could build relationships-- woman to woman --in ways that male soldiers in an Islamic country never 
could. Lemmon uses on-the-ground reporting and a finely tuned understanding of the complexities of war to 
tell the story of CST-2, a unit of women hand-picked from the Army to serve in this highly specialized and 
challenging role. The pioneers of CST-2 proved for the first time, at least to some grizzled Special Operations 
soldiers, that women might be physically and mentally tough enough to become one of them. The price of this 
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professional acceptance came in personal loss and social isolation: the only people who really understand 
the women of CST-2 are each other. Ashley's War is a gripping combat narrative and a moving story of 
friendship--a book that will change the way readers think about war and the meaning of service.  
Discussion Leader: Kim Marlin 
Refreshments: Jan Carey and Ellie Ray. 
Our February reading is: How Hard Can It Be? By Allison Pearson. 
For any questions, please call Susan Newsome 621-3322. 

  

 

Satiating Stories 
 
The book for January is A Woman is No Man by Etaf Rum, an intimate look into the Muslim 
culture.  We will again meet at the Ironwood where they are particularly good at protecting 
social distancing on January 27. 2021 at 11:30AM.  If you plan to attend please contact 
JoAnne at jwhansz@hotmail.com by the Monday before the meeting. 
 
If you want to read ahead, The Giver of Stars by JoJo Moyers will be the book for February.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a safe holiday season and please stay 

well!! 
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