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February 2020 

ACT2 Newsletter 
 

 
2019 Holiday Party at Given Book Shop 

 
 

President’s Letter 
Spoiler alert !!!! - this is a more personal message. 

 
And to think it is almost over. Who would 
have thunk** that several years ago my wife 
Jeanie and I would be enjoying ourselves at 
a Carolina Philharmonic concert and up 
walks Betty Mangum to "chat.” The chat was 
about ACT2 and her search for an individual 
to fill a Board seat. I have known Betty and Al 
almost since the time we arrived in Pinehurst 
15+ years ago, and our paths have crossed 

again and again over the years. Betty was looking for a VP candidate. In all honesty I was hesitant. But I was 
also just starting to enjoy semi-retirement (yet again!!) and knew many of the individuals in ACT2 from our prior 
lives. So, I said - yes! 
 
Fast forward to this month - February 2020 - and all of the sudden my service as VP, and now President, is 
coming to a close. At the February 16th Annual Meeting the passing of the guard will happen. The current board 
will give way to a completely new Board. It has been a fun and very enjoyable run, and I am absolutely glad I 
agreed. 
 
One of the things that has struck me about this group during this time is the enjoyment individuals have when 
they participate in the events - no matter how many times they might attend them. People genuinely enjoy 
themselves and like the activities. Like most organizations some activities come and go, others start and stop, 
but there is always a baseline of events that we never get tired of, and always participate in. 
 
Another thing I have learned about ACT2 is individuals are always available to pick up for one another and 
support the activities. I have personally experienced this on multiple occasions over the past year as I have 
handled both personal and business matters. Quite frankly, each and every event during any of my absences 
went on without a hitch in planning, scheduling, etc. This is because of the great support of not only each and 
every member of the ACT2 Board, but also especially because of the activity leaders. This is a fine-tuned 
operation - and will continue to be when I move on at the Annual Meeting. 
 
I know there are many I should thank, but I do have to thank Sheila and JoAnne first and foremost for their 
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commitments in the roles of Treasurer and Secretary during my current term as President. Always there and 
always supportive. I also want to thank Catherine for stepping in, and stepping way-up, over the past year as 
VP, especially during my absences. She will make for a very good President. Great job by each of you - and 
thank you. 
 
Of course, where would ACT2 be without Elly, Sue, John P, Susan, Jeanie, Nancy and Bob, Ann, Lyra, Cindy, 
Judy, Betty, and Eleanor - our activity leads and bones of the organization - thank you as well! Fantastic support 
throughout. 
 
With that, let me finish by saving my biggest thank you to our members - because without YOU there is no 
ACT2!!!  We are Achieving Community Together! 
 

Rick   (Rick Riordan - rickrior@gmail.com) 

 
**P.S. - (yes - "thunk" is a word you can use in your "words with friends" - it means dialectal past tense and past 
participle of THINK) 
 

 

 

Original Book Club 

On Monday, February 24th, at 12:30 we will meet at Patty Mattoon’s home, 20 
Shenecossett Lane, #6 Pinehurst (295-4510) to discuss Women in Sunlight by 
Frances Mayes (available in paperback) 
 
She watches from her terrazza as the three American women carry their luggage 
into the stone villa down the hill. Who are they, and what brings them to this Tuscan 
village so far from home? An expat herself and with her own unfinished story, she 
can’t help but question: will they find what they came for? 

 
Kit Raine, an American writer living in Tuscany, is working on a biography of her close 
friend, a complex woman who continues to cast a shadow on Kit’s own life. Her work is 
waylaid by the arrival of three women—Julia, Camille, and Susan—all of whom have 
launched a recent and spontaneous friendship that will uproot them completely and 
redirect their lives. Susan, the most adventurous of the three, has enticed them to subvert 

expectations of staid retirement by taking a lease on a big, beautiful house in Tuscany. Though novices in a foreign 
culture, their renewed sense of adventure imbues each of them with a bright sense of bravery, a gusto for life, and a 
fierce determination to thrive. But how? With Kit’s friendship and guidance, the three friends launch themselves into 

Italian life, pursuing passions long-forgotten—and with drastic and unforeseeable results. 
 
Discussion Leader: Susan Newsome. 
Refreshments: Jan Carey and Susie Roeder 
March reading is The Woman In The Window by A. J. Finn 
 
Please call Susan Newsome for any questions 621-3322.  
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Satiating Stories  
On February 26th at 11:30 AM, the group will meet at Theo’s in Pinehurst to dine and 

discuss Inheritance --a memoir of genealogy, paternity and love by Dani Shapiro.  In 

the spring of 2016, through a genealogy website to which she had whimsically 

submitted her DNA, the author received the astonishing news that her beloved 

deceased father was not her biological father.  This book is part mystery, part real-time 

investigation, part rumination on the combination of memory, history, biology and 

experience that makes us who we are. 

 If you plan to attend, please contact JoAnne Hansz at jwhansz@hotmail.com by 

February 24th.  ACT2 thanks Jeanie for starting this group several years ago and we 

hope she will attend when she is in town! 

 
 

 
 

Dining Out 
 

Our January event at Heartwood at Longleaf was a fun evening with 23 
members and a prospective member in attendance.  The goal of Dining Out is 
to provide an evening with friends for sociability, conversation, and good 
food.  This event is normally held quarterly with dates determined by other ACT 
2 activities.  
 
I am presently looking for dates and locations in April. I am always open to your 
suggestions!  So, if you have experienced good food and service in a location 
able to accommodate 25-30 diners, with a room or section apart from others, please pass the information to 
me.  If something has intrigued you and you'd like to give it a try, that's also a possibility.  Thanks for your 
help!  Watch the Newsletter for information on our next event. 
 
John Pfisterer (901-986-1187 or aberdeenjohn150@gmail.com) 
 

 

 

mailto:jwhansz@hotmail.com
mailto:AberdeenJohn150@gmail.com
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Lunch Bunch 
On Wednesday, March 11, the ACT2 Lunch Bunch will meet at the 
Bonefish Grill in Southern Pines, at noon.  Their listed address for GPS 
is 190 Partner Circle, but I think of them as being off Rt 15/501.  Turn 
at the traffic light into the Stein Mart and Olive Garden Plaza and drive 
to the left. 
 
I have never been there for lunch but enjoy their dinner 
menu.  Apparently, the full dinner menu is available plus luncheon 
specials.  According to their website, specials for lunch are blackened 
fish sandwich; lobster roll; ‘Taco MBO’ (a choice of 2 tacos) with salad or soup and a side; as well as 
cod fish and chips.   Prices are not listed on their website. 
 
Mark your calendar for Wednesday, March 11.  You can make reservations a week or two ahead of time with 
Frieda at freidasr@embarqmail.com. 
 
Ann 

Annual Meeting 
  
We have several new folks hoping to join our Executive Board and looking 
for your support - so come ~ eat ~ and vote! 
 
Date:  Sunday, February 16th, 2020 
Time:  5:30 to 7:30 pm 
Place: Table on the Green at Midland Country Club 
           2205 Midland Dr.  Pinehurst, NC 28374 
Menu: The usual delicious buffet! 
           There will also be a cash bar 
Cost: 10.00 per person 
 
Deadline: Saturday, February 8th, 2020 
Your check is your reservation, so please reserve your spot ASAP 

 Please make your check payable to ACT2 
Mail your check(s) to:       Elly Moses 

    61 Deerwood Ln. 
Pinehurst, NC 

  
(NOTE: you need to be a paid-up member of ACT2 to attend the Annual Meeting) 

 Dues are $10.00 per single household or $20.00 for couples household, and 
$25.00 for either if you'd like the monthly newsletter snail-mailed to you.  These 
separate checks are also payable to ACT2 and should be mailed to Elly 
Moses).  

 
President  Catherine Mitchell 

Vice President Barbara Serating 

Secretary  Kim Marlin 

Treasurer  Robbi Horne 
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Sunday Social  

Celebrate Spring with our next Sunday Social on Sunday, March 8 at noon at Table 

on the Green. We will be able to choose from their regular menu or the brunch menu 

and hopefully have one of the private rooms just for us.  To sign up please email Nancy 

Nielsen at fancynan@nc.rr.com or 910-255-0172.  Please bring a friend, guest or 

future member. 

 

 

Thirsty Thursday 
 
Join old and new friends, on Thursday February 27th from 6-8PM, for friendly 

company, delicious appetizers and your favorite drinks at the home of JANET 

LOWRY, 3 VARDON PLACE, PINEHURST. 

 Please bring an appetizer to serve 8-10, your beverage of choice (no red 

beverages please) and $1.00 per person for set-ups and mixes. 

 To sign up call Lyra Rittger at 215-9623 or email jon.rittger@gmail.com 

 NOTE.  HOSTS ARE NEEDED FOR MOST OF THIS YEAR.  
PLEASE SIGN UP!!!! 

 

Couple’s Bridge 
Couples marathon bridge is ready to begin the 2020 season at the end of 
February. Any interested couple should contact Nancy McNally at 910-215-
6150 or nancysuemcnally@gmail.com.  You never know who the next BIG 
winners will be. 
 
 
 
 
 

Day Trippers 
For our first DAY TRIP, the group will travel to 
ART IN BLOOM at the NC Museum of Art on 
Friday, March 20th.  The cost is $20 per ticket 
and can be paid to JoAnne Hansz or Carole 
Weaver at the ANNUAL MEETING on 
February 16th or sent to them by February 
17th. (JoAnne Hansz, 715 Lake Forest Drive 
S.E., Pinehurst, 28374 or Carole Weaver, 9 
Scott Lane, Pinehurst 28374). We will carpool 
and each participant will be expected to pay the driver $5 for gas.  We look forward to spending a day 
filled with art and beautiful flowers with our ACT2 friends! 
 

mailto:fancynan@nc.rr.com
mailto:jon.rittger@gmail.com
mailto:nancysuemcnally@gmail.com
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Membership Update 

 
PIZZINI, Cynthia 

910-315-4367 
313 Driftwood Circle 

cpizzini2011@hotmail.com 
 

Board Meeting 
The next Board Meeting will be held on Saturday, 
February 9 in the Chapman Room at the PCC Members 
Club at 9AM.  All members are always welcome so come 
learn how ACT2 really works.  Just pick up a 
complimentary hot beverage in Payne’s Pub and come 
down the hall to the Chapman Room on the right. 
 

New Outreach Chair Needed 
It has been a while since Eleanor Chajkowski stepped down for this 
vital position and we need someone to fill the vacancy.  The principal 
responsibilities include providing fliers to places where residents would 
pick up information about the area (ex. welcome centers, municipal 
offices, etc.) and coordinating getting the word out about what a great 
group we are.  Anyone interested in doing this intriguing work should 
contact Catherine Mitchell at wmitchell5@nc.rr.com. 
 

 

ACT2 Dates to Remember  
Thirsty Thursday at Al and Betty Mangum’s home Thursday, January 23 @ 6-8 PM 

Original Book Club at Susan Newsome’s home Monday, January 27 @12:30 PM 

Satiating Stories at Ironwood Cafe Wednesday, January 29 @11:30 AM 
ACT2 Board Meeting Chapman Room PCC Saturday, February 8 @ 9AM  

Annual Meeting at Table on the Green Sunday, February 16 5:30-7:30 PM 

Original Book Club at Patty Mattoon’s home Monday, February 24 @ 12:30 PM 

Satiating Stories at Theo’s Wednesday, February 26 @11:30 AM 

Thirsty Thursday at Janet Lowry’s home Thursday, February 27 @ 6-8PM 

Sunday Social at Table on the Green Sunday, March 8 @ noon 
Lunch Bunch at Bonefish Grill Wednesday, March 11 @ noon 
ACT2 Board Meeting Chapman Room PCC Saturday, March 14 @ 9AM  
Day Trippers to NC Museum ART IN BLOOM Friday, March 20 

 

mailto:cpizzini2011@hotmail.com
mailto:wmitchell5@nc.rr.com

